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Disclaimer

This Report was prepared by California Public Utilities Commission (CPUQ) dta§ not

necessarily represent the viewstbe CPUC, its Commissioners, or the State of Californig

The CPUC, the State of California, its employees, contractors, and subcontractors make n

warrants, expressd or implied, and assume no legal liability for the information in this Repo

This Report has not been approved or disapproved by the CPUC.
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COMPLIANCE WITHORDERINGPARAGRAPH{COPS)

ThroughOctober 31 202Q the Rail Safety Division (RSD) sbd®12total entries in the COPS
system with 0 reaching complianc&10(99%) not yet due for compliance, and 0 (0%) out of
compliance.310(9%%) of all Ordering Paragrap{@P)are assigned to members staffwhile

two orderingparagraphs ar@ending assignmerib staff.

DuringOctober2020, there were23new OPs recorded to the COPS database for the Rail Safety

Division.

RSD COPS Statistics N = 312
January 2019 October 2020

2,1%

310, 99%

= IN COMPLIANCE = NOT IN COMPLIANCE = NOT YET DUE
= NOT A COMPLIANCE ITe:NIOT ASSIGNED

2| Page October 2020 Report



California Public Utilities Commission | Rail Safety Division

MONITORING THEWHISTLEBLOWERWEBSITE

¢tKS wAaal {SOUGA2Yy KIFra 0SSy 20SNBRSSAy3 Ayalr1S ¥
FLILJX AOF A2y 2y (K Swhistkiowdr arétdctoys@ra afforded to atifitfi S @

employees and contractors who report potentially unsafe or illegaticas.

SrATISTICS 1/01/ 207 10/3 1/20

Note: This is for complaints filed using thelore Whistleblower Application ONLY.

Confirmed or Possible Whistleblower Complaifail Safety
Division 2020
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RAILROAD OPERATIONSSAFETYBRANCHZ ROSB

In October2020, the RSORaifoad Operations Safety Branch (RO&&npleted the following:

Railroad Operations Safety Brang 2%;% 2Y0T2[())
New Incidents Investigated 7 77
Informal Complaints Investigated 3 27
Safety Assessments/Reviews 7 112
Compliance Actions 790 10399
Major Inspections Completed 2 26
Operation Lifesaver Presentations 0 11

October 6,2020t / t !/ wlAf {FFSGe LyaLISOG2N IWIPNF2NYSR
Mira Loma Yard in Riverside County. During the inspection, the inspector noted slip and fall

hazards that were located near aisoh that provides entry and exit to this rail yard. The

tripping hazards were end of train devices that had been removed from railroad rolling stock
equipment and not properly stored. The inspector issued an inspection report to the carrier to

inform them that thesehazardsdo not comply withCPUGseneral Order (GO) 118A, which

requires unobstructed walkways, and would have to be removed. The carrier responded by

removing the devices from the walkway, bringing the area into regulatory compliance.

October 15, 2020CPUC Rail Safdtyspectors traeled to theUP Mira Lom&ard to inspect

and verify the remediation work onlaaking tank car discovered the previous day. On October
14" a railroad crew was working that Yard, when the conductor smelled a strong chemical
odor. The railroad empl@ge notified the railroad manager who instructed the crew to vacate
the yard immediately and meet at the designated rally pomnéawait first responders. The
manager contacted the Response Management Call Certtihin turn dispatched the

Riverside Couy Hazmat Team to the scene. The railroad manager checked a list of current

freight cars in the yard and discovered there were two engtiyydrousammonia tank cars in
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the yard near the reported location of the chemical odor. Anhydi@uamonia(UN 1005¢class
2.2) is a highly toxic volatile chemical. The railroad immediately shut down the two adjacent
railroad main tracks for a half miie both directions, remove all crews off nearby trains, and

shutdown a nearbyJPautomobile switching facility.

TheRiverside County Fire Department arrived and coordinated with the hazmat contractor,
American Integrated Services (Algparding who would perform the remediation work on the
leaking tank car. AIS determined the chemical release was escaping fronesisei@ relief

device (PRD) on the top of the rail car due to a defect. Water was poured in the top of the PRD
and bubbles formed verifying the release point. The PRD was removed and found to have two
dry rotted defective O rings allowing vapor to pagsghe atmosphere. The defective O rings

were replaced, the PRD reinstalled, and water was used to \tkafyhe leak was sealed and

no longer active. AIS monitored the tank car for an additibwalhours to verify that vapors

were no longer present ithe atmosphere surrounding the car and railroad yard.

After the incident and ensuing investigation by CPUC, CPUC Rail Safety Inspectors issued federal
non-compliant defect reports notifying the railroad, the tank car shipper, and the tank car

owner of therelease and the remediation. The tank car owner received a 49 CFR 179.7.A2
defectfor non-compliance At a minimum, each tank car facility shall have a quality assurance
program, approved by AAR (American Association of Railroads), that has the mdatecto

any nonconformity in the manufacturing, repair, inspection, testing, and qualification or
maintenance of the tank car The CPUC inspector contacted the tank car owner to obtain the
testing methodghat had beerused to inspect and qualify the PRD in 2018. According to

records obtained, the process followed all rail safety regulatory standards.

October 19, 2020CPUC R&afety Inspectors conducted a hazardous materials inspection at
the UPRailroad Yard in Commerce. During the inspection, large debris consisting of cardboard
boxesandmetal and plastic drums were found litieg the walkway path&etween the yard

tracks, whichare frequently traveled by employees while working in Maed. This did not

comply with CPUC GO A8standard 6 walkway regulatipwhichrequires the railroad to
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maintain walkways free of tripping hazards. Railroad management was notifiecoaretted

the defective issues immediatelyringing the walkways into regulatory compliance

October 20, 2020CPUC Rail Safety Inspectors conducted a routine Operating Practice
inspection of the Los Angeles Junction Railway Railroad Yard. Duringghetion of track

207, inspectors observed a perimeter fence with baike hanging dangerously close to the
walkway utilized by railroad employees during their normal duflédgswasnot in compliance

with CPUC GO ZB Section 6.Wwhichstates,"No mertandise, material or other articles shall

be placed or permitted to remain either on the ground or on platforms adjacent to any track at
a distance less than eight (8) feet six (6) inches from the centerline of Trasldefect posed a
tripping hazard ad a dangerous contact hazard. This issue was bought to the attention of the
railroad trainmaster on dutywho immediately corrected the situation bringing it into

regulatory compliance.

Incidents Assigned for Investigation
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Informal Complaints
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Compliance Actions
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RAIL CROSSINGS ANENGINEERINGBRANCHZ RCEB

In October2020, the Rail Crossings and Engineering BraiR@DEBcompleted the following:

October Closed

Closed YTD
Crossing Incident Reviews 6 192
Safety Assessments/Quiet 42 472
Zones/Reviews/Training
Proceedings, Resolutions and G.O. 88-B 15 102
Reviews
Operation LifeSaver Presentations 3 16

RAIL CROSSINGNCIDENTINVESTIGATIONS

In October 2020, RCEB closed six incidents at highalegt-grade crossing&rossings). These

six incidents resulted in four fatalities.

Incidents Reviewed October 2020
YTD =192

SAFETYASSESSMENTQUIET ZONES ANOREVIEWS

In October 2020, RCEB completed 42aaiksing safety assessments involving:
communications, field inspections, meetings, quiet zone reviewd, tstahing, and diagnostic
reviews with railroads and local agencies. These activities review existing crossings and

proposed changes to crossing warning devices.
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Safety AssessmentdOctober 2020
YTD=472
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PROCEEDINGRESOLUTIONS ANG.O88B REVIEWS

In October 2020, RCEB approved 12 General OrdBra&lications for changes to existing

crossings.Also, the Commission approved Resolution-PE® and Proceedings A2002007 and

A20040109.

Proceedings, Resolutions, and G.0O-B8
Applications Closed October 2020
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